
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

June 13th, 2023
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the June 13th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Roll call shows Howes, Schaffer, Loane, Orwig, Nowlan, and Bush present. Absent were Wilson & McMillen. A quorum was established, and Mr. Howes led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Nowlan made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Mr. Orwig with all present voting aye, motion carried.

During public comment, Jim Smith addressed the board requesting the county look into allowing UTV vehicles to be allowed on county roads. They provided a sample ordinance from another county for comparison. This item will be on the agenda next month. Stark County OEM Mat Schnepple, who was in attendance, suggested a provision on the proposed ordinance to allow persons applying for a permit to have the option to opt-in to assist the OEM in certain circumstances if needed. He also introduced the new Chief Deputy Ryan Cameron to the board. 

A motion was made by Mr. Nowlan to approve the minutes from the May 9th board meeting with a second by Mr. Loane with 6 ayes, motion carried.
Committee Reports

Police-None
Legislative-None.
Economic Development-Mr. Orwig still has plans to approach Wyanet Locker to open a satellite store in the county. 
Health Board-Ms. Bush reported there will be a special meeting of the Henry/Stark County Health Department Board to discuss allocating funds for primary care and pharmacy services in the county. 
Road & Bridge-None
Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Nowlan with a second from Mr. Howes to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Stark County for Continuous Improvement
Tami Rouse addressed the board regarding the recently formed SCCI organization. The goal of this new organization is to partner with the Peoria Convention and Visitors Bureau to bring awareness of all that Stark County has to offer, including promoting businesses and events within the county. They are requesting financial assistance from the municipalities and county to get this up and running. She requested an initial investment of $1500 and then a smaller yearly investment with the amount to be determined. After her presentation, the board discussed the request and Mr. Orwig made a motion to approve the requested amount of $1500. The motion was seconded by Mr. Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
Finance Report

The only issue reported was the postage overage and this was due to the voter registration purge postcard mailing which will be reimbursed via a grant. 
Highway Report
Seal Coat work is almost done, and the North Valley Bridge project is scheduled to begin on June 26th. There is an IDOT resolution up for approval later in the agenda to approve the agreement with Hutchinson Engineering to do the project. Some bridge inspections were done this month. 
Sheriff's Report

A bid for the new E911 communication center was approved for $893,040 and work will hopefully begin in July. There is a gas line that will have to be relocated and an area may need to be fenced off for equipment that may affect some parking spots in the back lot.  
New Business

1) An IDOT agreement for the work on the North Valley Bridge with Hutchison Engineering was presented for approval. Mr. Nowlan made the motion to approve the agreement with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.
2) A resolution to amend the current intergovernmental agreement with Henry County for EMS services was presented. Mr. Schnepple from the OEM facility was on hand to explain the changes and answer any questions the board may have. Mr. Howes made the motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
3) A resolution to enter into a mutual aid agreement with other counties was presented for approval. Again, Mr. Schnepple from the OEM facility was on hand to explain the agreement and to answer any questions the board may have. Mr. Howes made the motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Orwig with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
At 7:15 pm Mr. Nowlan made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis
County Clerk
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