
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

May14th, 2019

The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the May 14th Board Meeting at 7 pm. Chairman Curry called the meeting to order.  Roll call shows Howes, Newton, Eberle, Loane, Nowlan, Bush, Shipp, and Curry were present.  Chairman Curry established a quorum was present and Mrs. Bush led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motioned was made by Mr. Nowlan and seconded by Mr. Howes to approve the agenda with all present voting aye, motion carried.

There were no public comments.

A motioned was made by Mrs. Shipp and seconded by Mr. Loane to approve the April 10th, 2019 meeting minutes with 7 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstain, motion carried. 

Committee Reports

Police-Mr. Loane indicated there were some security issues to be addressed later by the Sheriff in his report.  Mrs. Bush reminded everyone in attendance that it was Police Officer Appreciation Week and commended our county and town police departments.  Lastly, Mrs. Bush touched on the complaint filed against the county and reported that if anyone wants to obtain information they can visit our website. 

Legislative/Economic Development-Mr. Howes mentioned the loss of a proposed ethanol plant in Effingham due to some legislative changes.  

Health Board-Mrs. Bush reported there is still a vacancy on the board but hopes to have an appointment made at the next board meeting. 

Judicial-none

Building/Grounds-Chairman Curry reported that several trees have been planted at the Courthouse and the Highway Department. They are still waiting for the adjuster on the roof repairs.

Road/Bridge-Mr. Nowlan reported that two of the trucks had to have the radiators replaced and there are 2 trucks that will need to be replaced very soon.  Mr. Loane commented on the much improved new lighting. 

Building Compliance Sub-Committee-Howes/Eberle-None

Policy & Procedure Sub-Committee-Shipp/Bush-None

Finance-A motion was made by Mrs. Shipp and seconded by Mrs. Bush to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

County Highway Report

Mr. Nobel updated the board on the possible closure of the Spoon River bridge between Wyoming and Toulon on Route 17.  Several representatives from the county met with IDOT to ask them not to close the bridge due to the stress it would cause to the township roads, among other potential issues. 

A resolution for seal coating was presented to the board for approval.  Mr. Nowlan made the motion to approve the resolution, with a second by Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Finance Report

Treasurer Paula Leezer reported that the county finances are in good shape.  

The EMA reimbursements are going to the former EMA Director.  Mrs. Bush offered her assistance to help get this problem fixed.

Probation reimbursements are coming in regularly now.

Tax bills have been mailed and payments are starting to roll in.

Sheriff's Report

A new metal detector was purchased to replace the old one that was no longer working for approximately $5,000.

The Sheriff reported that the front entrance will be closed on court days and the court traffic will be routed to the back entrance. 

New Business

None

Old Business

State's Attorney Jim Owens sent a letter to the Department of Agriculture to fulfill the requirements of the 2018 Noxious Weed Report.

Other Business

A request was received from Illinois Policy to add our support to an open letter to Gov. Pritzer in regards to the progressive income tax.  After some discussion, the board voted to lend their support.  Mrs. Shipp made the motion and was seconded by Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Chairman Curry informed the board that there was a full scholarship opportunity to attend an online leadership academy training from NACO.  If anyone was interested they could contact him. 

At 7:43 pm a motion was made by Mrs. Shipp and seconded by Mr. Howes to adjourn the meeting with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted

Heather L. Hollis

Stark County Clerk
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