
Stark County Board Meeting Minutes

September 12th, 2023
The Stark County Board met in the Courthouse for the September 12th Board Meeting at 6:30 pm. Chair Bush called the meeting to order. Roll call shows Howes, Schaffer, Loane, Wilson, Orwig, Nowlan, McMillen, and Bush present. A quorum was established, and Mr. Howes led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. Nowlan made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Mr. Orwig with all present voting aye, motion carried.

No public comment.
A motion was made by Mr. McMillen to approve the minutes from the August 8th board meeting with a second by Mr. Howes with all present voting aye, motion carried. 
Committee Reports

Police-Mr. Loane reported the new E911 building is moving along.
Legislative-Mr. Howes has been networking with other counties throughout the state.
Economic Development-Mr. Orwig reported that a new coffee shop will be opening in Toulon.
Health Board-The Henry/Stark Health Department recently announced the opening of a satellite office in Toulon that will offer primary care health services to the residents of the county and surrounding areas. No official opening date has been announced. 
Road & Bridge-None
Finance-The monthly bills were presented for approval. After discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Nowlan with a second from Mr. Loane to approve the payment of the bills with all present voting aye, motion carried.

Orion Energy

Reid Buckley from Orion Renewable Energy addressed the board regarding the Camp Grove wind farm, which recently celebrated a fifteen-year milestone. He went over some important figures from the project that have benefited the county. 
Highway Report

The County Engineer presented his FY 23-24 budget to the board. He also had an update on the grader purchase including answers to questions previously asked. The resolution to secure a loan for the grader purchase was on the agenda for approval during old business. He also presented an agreement with Hutchinson Engineering for bridge repairs for approval during new business. Due to his obligations elsewhere, both items were presented for approval during this portion of the meeting. Mr. Nowlan made a motion to approve the Hutchinson agreement with a second from Mr. Orwig with all voting aye, motion carried. Mr. Nowlan made a motion to approve the resolution to secure a loan for the purpose of paying for the grader with a second from Mr. Orwig. There were five ayes and 3 nays, motion carried.
Finance Report

The only issue reported was the investigation line item for the Sheriff. The year to date is ok.  
Sheriff's Report

Sheriff Sloan reported on the progress of the new E911 communication center. He reported on a joint grant with Peoria County to be able to monitor the schools remotely by video. He also presented his FY 23-24 budget to the board.
Budget Presentations
The Probation Officer, State’s Attorney, and County Clerk presented their FY 23/24 budgets to the board.
New Business

1) A resolution to relocate the East Toulon polling place to the Paramount Theater which is already a polling place for Essex Precinct was presented. Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve the resolution with a second from Mr. Loane with all present voting aye, motion carried.
At 8 pm Mr. Nowlan made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Mr. Howes with all present voting aye, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Heather L. Hollis
County Clerk
1

